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The Elements of Mammalogy 

 
William Ruschenberger (1807 - 1895) 
 
 
The Elements of Mammalogy is one of seven in a series of 
“First Books of Natural History Prepared for the Use of Schools 
and Colleges.” This succinct little textbook from 1845 presents 
an introduction to mammalogy. The information, albeit not 
current, is still interesting and of use as a general overview of 
mammal biology. The classification of mammals has changed 
considerably since this time. The author was a surgeon in the 
U.S. Navy and president of the Academy of Natural Sciences.  
 
Running time 05:53:14 
 
 
Cover design by Kathryn Delaney 
Illustration from the book 
 

 
 

This recording and CD cover are in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, 
or modified without permission. For more information, or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 

 

The Elem
ents of M

am
m

alogy           W
illiam

 R
uschenberger 


